
ARE THE ROCKIES TOO BIG 
TO WORRY ABOUT? 

I· loat an image o 'onh meri a in y ur mind. eel the 
weight of water and oil in enormou amount . Then the 
mountain from whi h water and ii flow. It i the R kie 
that will aptur • your attemi n fir t, and right! o. The n
tinem eem rn arrange ic elf around thi range, running more 

onhwe t and uthea t than dire cly nh and outh-a 
do the Ro kie . They tret h from onhern ew exi o t 
Yukon Terrirory, ju t uth and ea t of Ala ka. For all it 
range and ma , the R kie remain a di tin t and ontinuou 
biorcgi n; flora, fauna and human ultur are more con i tent 
than in n i t nt, n nh and ouch, up and down. 

De pite th ir xtent and d pite the fa t that the Ro kie 
re ive little or n academi or admini trative recognition a a 
continuou bioregion, people in the Ro kie alway know 
wher they are. There i a long climbing wave moving through 
the land chat work under everyday expectations and floats 
chem up coward limitle ne . And the ky, an enormous 
ba kdrop for all human activity. The power of the season , the 
unque tionable iruation they create; of penetrating cold; of 
udden quare mile of wild-flower ; of whole forests spotted 

with olor overnight. The e are events which fashion the 
identitie of Rocky Mountain people. 

Out ide the Rockie , people carry a catch-all of notions and 
romance about them. The Rockies are "out there," resort 
and retreat. Hi corically the mountains hang in the imagina
tion a the great ob tacle co continental exploration and settle
ment, the lonely places that gave rise co mountain man 
mentality. The vastness of the range gives meat to the myth of 
"inexhaustible natural resources." 

There are continental realities co replace these romances, 
more difficult co grasp, but solider places to put your feet. 

on ider that nine ocher biogeographical provinces around the 
Ro kie are to some degree dependent on them for water 
upply and soil fertility. This makes the mountains a base 
ource of food and water for most of the plant, animal and 

human communities in the western half of North America. 
( ee ''Rockie - the Source.'') 

Acknowledging the volume of water and nutrients they 
provide, it is possible co think that the mountains' capability co 
continue chi provision is boundless. In fact, The Rocky 
Mountain bioregion has never reached climax condition; there 
are no reserve . The soils in the mountains wash down onto 
the Plains and Great Basin even as they are formed 
(" Ba kbone - the Rockies"). Damage done co the Rockies not 
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RO KIE -THE O RCE: A pictorial presentation of the 
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B KBO E- THE RO KJE : The geological origin of the 
R ckie and rhe ignifi ance f their ''adole cent'· condition 

r pe pie living in and around the pine of the continent. 

R KY i\1O TAI LIFETii\fE: A vi ion of time a pecie 
,·enr ir ling rhrou h the ea on ome blank pace ha, e 

been lefr f r n ting per nal b er-:ation ) . Retreat of the la r 
la i I ,,an e fr m rhe mountain et the pace for the 

f bi I gi al event whi h exi r roday. Recent 
b_en-ati n f rhe un and rar from the '' medicine wheel • 

f und in nd around the Ro kie how they can be u ed ro 
.1 ercain the timing f equinox and ol rice. 

only h br a n cqu n e ge bur m > h.1, • 
n quen e that range int rhe urur riv ro rhe r r 

re he f ge I gi al rim . 
Impra ti all, m na d timb r nd mining, ill-

on ei ed n ti n arer u e and exp rt ci n, unpl nn d r 
ill-planned indu trial re reati nal and uburb n d I pm nr 
are all abu that uld do p 161 p rm n nr dam g . 
Den er alread ha an air p lluti n pr bl m n p r ith 
it in onh Ameri a. Th m t alarmin p ibilici 

abu e are in the rare of human p pul ti n r wth in ch 
region. ''There ar mor peopl her than the R ki n 
ontinue ro uppon uni alrernati n I gie u hr 

out," (Bruce Bug be , " ild Idea . ild Hope"). P pula-
tion gain (percent in rea e) berw n 1970 and 19 r the 
Ro k y Mountain region are the high t for an imilar num-
ber of contiguou rare in the nited tat Montana, up 
9.6%; Iclaho, up 20.3%; Wyoming, up 22.2% • I rado, up 
18.5%; ewMexico,upl7%;Utah,upl9. %. nu 
e timates July, 1977 .) imilar growth i o urring in ea tern 
British Columbia. The mountain are attra tive and rher I no 
ign that these race of growth will low down. 

These are not simply environmental i ue , bur indi ate a 
major cultural and political problem requiring new dire rion 
in education, land use philosophie and re ource manage
ment. There is adequate new evidence for con idering th 
Rockies as a whole and continuous biotic province (Da mann, 
1973) or biogeographical province (Udvardy, 1975): a neutral 
natural zone whose real survival i based on biologi al and 
geological processes rather than on the priorities of nation , 
states or provinces, and corporations who e boundarie and 
self-interests run willy-nilly throughout the region. 

This collection was undertaken out of the conviction char it i 
imperative co initiate the rapid development of strategie for 
the maintenance and defense of this delicate place, chi en
dangered bioregion. Ir is nece ary fot people who live in ch 
Rockies, and it is an appropriate concern of all inhabitant of 
the continent. 

Planet Drum Foundation prepared this Bundle from 
materials gathered in the region. Special credit is due Robert 
Curry, Thomas Birch, and Roger Dunsmore as contributing 
editors. 

Peter Berg & Linn Hou e 

THE EYE I THE ROCK: John Haines wrote chi poem after 
Carling Malouf led part of the editorial group for this Bundle 
to a narrow rock ledge on the shore of Flathead Lake facing a 
heer cliff covered with epia-colored pictograph . 

WILD IDEA ... WILD HOPE: A collection of journal excerpt , 
tape-recorded comment and poem centering on the ynthe
si berween wildne sand human need for order in the Rockie . 

• Beth Chadwick ha spent several ea on ob erving and 
filming wild mountain goats 

• Thomas Birch teache Philosophy of ildernes at the 
n ersiry of Montana 

• Roger Dun more i a poet with que tion about what i 
"ci ilized" and 'wild" 

• Bruce Bugbee deal in enri el with land u e deci ion 
and planning 

• Gary abhan. poet and nacurali t write here of wild fire 
rn the ourhern Rockie llano country 

A HO E T 000': Paul hippee' fir r olar heated hou e 
became an exploration of pirir and practicality through at
tennon co ire and the material urrounding. 

'ITY OF TREE ND PEOPLE I THE LOCA 
Briti h Columbia community' propo al for re

pon ible defen e and maintenance of their home valley and 
economic ba e from the exce i e and horr- ighred demand 
of extra-regional logging imere r . 


